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Homerton Early Years Centre
Teaching English as an Additional Language Policy (EAL)

When a new EAL speaker arrives, the induction period is particularly important for them:

· Make them feel secure and comfortable by welcoming them with smiles and body language

· Make a point of regularly talking to them and plan for this

· Talk regularly with their parents

· Make other members of staff aware of their needs

EAL or SEN?

It is important to be clear about the difference between EAL and SEN, as EAL children have a language need whereas SEN children have learning needs.  If EAL and SEN children are working together in groups there may be problems as EAL children benefit from the ‘hear, copy, do’ model and may need a faster pace, and the SEN children may need a much slower pace.
Always check with parents that the child’s first language is developing well – generally a child should be fluent in their first language at age 4.  If they are fluent in their first language, then they should pick up English and do not have a Special Educational Need.

Parental involvement

Parents can be great resource in supporting teaching EAL.

· Develop a rapport with them and work together

· Check which languages are spoken at home and how much/often

· Encourage them to help their child at home, providing information for them such as new topic vocabulary

· Get them to help you with explanations to the child in her/his first language
· Ask them to tell you key words in their first language and write these down phonetically so that you are able to use them beside translations with their child

· Make them aware that their child’s first language is a good resource for support EAL

· The child’s older siblings can help through cascading

Developing language skills – BICS and CALP

BICS = Basic Interpersonal Communication Skills

This is the informal language the child needs to communicate needs or to ‘chat’ with their friends, and this tends to develop naturally – ‘hello’, ‘toilet’, ‘my turn’, etc.

CALP = Cognitive Academic Language Proficiency

This is the formal language acquired through academic work, planned language s/he can develop through play activities with you.   This can be hindered if not taught in school as children may be hearing uncorrected grammatical inaccuracies frequently at home.  Also, as EAL children speak their first language at home they have fewer opportunities to self correct.
EAL children need experiences of both in order to function to their full potential.

Characteristics of the EAL learner

· Silent phase – looking and listening.  Ensure involvement and assess progress

· Switching codes – mixing languages, with some English words coming in.  Encourage this, as it’s a bridge for language skills

· Watching and copying

· Appears to be coping – compare them with your standard expectations to assess how they are doing

· Switching off – if not motivated

A few ideas for the planning for the teaching of EAL

EAL acquisition tends to be in this order: listening, speaking, writing, reading

· Plan to introduce key spoken words

· Make a note of children’s grammatical inaccuracies and plan contexts in which to teach them, for example, gender he/she, boy/girl through pictures, at circle times etc

· Teach simple tenses: present/past/future through giving the role model and playing a game

· We can use the differentiation boxes on our Learning Intention sheets to plan for CALP for our EAL children

See also ‘strategies’

Some strategies for supporting children with English as an additional language:

· Be aware of the visual elements of communication – facial expression and body language

· Go at a slower pace, emphasising key words

· Use simple phrases, such as, ‘Come and ……’

· Use repetition, for example, through familiar stories, role play

· Use visual aids and simplify the language of a text to enable understanding

· Draw attention to visual clues and words

· Teach within context and use key topic words frequently

· Be aware of commonality between languages – some words may be the same or sound similar

· Develop visual awareness through writing labels

· Make use of other adults in the classroom to support the learner

· Use involvement and positive reinforcement

· Exploit the child’s first language with the help of parents – translate approx 12 key words and link them e.g. viens/come, grazie/thank you

· Have some of these up on display and tell the other children about them 

· Ask other children to help

· Have a simple phrase book available in the child’s first language

· Show pictures to support vocabulary of school routines/areas, e.g. garden time, computer etc

· Have multi cultural resources, books and pictures available and demonstrate positive attitudes to differences

· Feed back positive information to parents in front of the child

· Use dispersal activities after group sessions e.g. ‘You can go and choose if you can tell me the name of a fruit from the story’, to encourage some attempts at speech
· Language of the half term shared regularly with staff – ideas for using these languages provided to staff

· Inviting EAL parents to share stories in their language/English at circle time to highlight the importance of each child’s language and build individual’s confidence and self-esteem as well as understanding across groups of different languages and cultures
Reviewed May 2023
Next Review May 2025
Reviewed May 2021
Next Review May 2023

[image: image1.jpg]