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Introduction

This document is a statement of the aims, principles and strategies for the development of I.L at Homerton Early Years Centre, with reference to the Early Learning Goals (ELG’s) as described in the DFE guidance for the Early Years Foundation Stage.  Please also refer to The Characteristics of Effective Learning and our policies for Child Protection, Anti Bullying, Physical Intervention, Good Behaviour, Equalities Policy, Play Policy and PSED.

Aims

Our aims in encouraging I.L are that all children at Homerton Early Years Centre will begin to learn to:

· Start to be aware of what they can do and areas they need to develop

· Be aware of how they are doing on a task and have the confidence to seek help appropriately.

· Speak about activities they plan to do, how they have done something and what they have learnt

· Use language they hear modelled in the classroom for their own purposes

· Adopt ways of working that have been modelled in the classroom for their own purposes

· Ask questions, suggest answers and make reasoned choices and decisions

· Control attention, resist distraction and persist in the face of difficulties

· Be aware of the feelings of others and help and comfort their peers

· Speak about their own and other behaviour and resolve social problems with peers

· Work co-operatively with their peers, share and take turns without adult support

· Tackle new tasks confidently, initiate their own activities and have the confidence to enjoy solving problems

· Plan their own tasks and goals, find resources independently and develop own ways of carrying out tasks.
· Give children time to complete their chosen tasks and encourage them to do this.

All of the above are documented on individual children’s ‘Planning in the Moment’ sheets with a particular focus on highlighting both teachable moments and The Characteristics of Effective Learning.
Principles in the teaching and learning of I.L.

I.L is important because in order to become confident and effective learners who are able to make the most of educational opportunities children need to become self regulating, and able to take responsibility for and ownership of their own learning.  Research concerned with meta-cognition (i.e. awareness and knowledge about our own thinking) also shows this aspect of learning to be very important in a child’s intellectual and emotional development.  The emphasis in our provision for I.L is to develop positive attitudes within the children towards themselves as learners and their capabilities as independent thinkers and problem solvers.

Strategies for the teaching and learning of I.L.
Each class team plans for I.L continually depending on individual/group issues or needs.  Aspects of I.L are planned and catered for and included with adult focus activities were appropriate.  The predominant modes of working in I.L are child initiated self-chosen tasks, co-operative class group teaching, circle times, small group activities, discussion with individuals and through informal, spontaneous teaching and learning.  Small group activities may be used to support targeted children, for example to develop conflict resolution or confidence to make choices and decisions.  Staff plan for and resource both the indoor and outdoor areas to facilitate the above modes.  We also involve parents in I.L related discussions where necessary.  A range of practices and activities within the classroom include:

· Giving children roles and responsibilities e.g. Homerton owl, select and help prepare fruit

· Establishing routines and procedures which facilitate children’s independent activity e.g. wear an apron when appropriate and replace it, put their finished pictures and models away in the correct place and find their name cards on arrival and place them on the name boards

· Giving children opportunities to make choices and decisions e.g. range of structured and unstructured play opportunities, group discussions about developing new activities, ways of carrying out activities and organisation of the classroom.
· Involving children in discussions about classroom rules and procedures

· Giving children the time to develop and complete activities to their own satisfaction e.g. free flow activities between classroom and garden.
· Providing independent access to resources e.g. labelled resources for children’s use at child level, classroom organised into areas of learning

· Providing opportunities and support for children to initiate and develop their own tasks and activities

· Providing an emotionally safe environment

· Modelling physically and verbally, ways of learning, solving problems and carrying out tasks
· Providing opportunities for children to enjoy working on their own.
· Providing opportunities for children to work collaboratively in small groups

· Providing opportunities for children to teach one another.
· Providing opportunities for children to talk about their learning e.g. discussions of plans of activities, reviews of activities undertaken, selection of work for special books

· Setting problems e.g. giving the children a goal to be achieved with no set procedure, setting out parts of activities leaving an area to be developed, interactive storytelling/Helicopter stories.
· Involving children in making self assessments e.g. special books

· Providing imaginative play opportunities which give real purposes for language, literacy and maths activities e.g. office, use of puppets, role-play area.

We demonstrate the value we place on I.L through:

· Displays resulting from I.L related experiences and issues

· Our response to children’s skills, attitudes, behaviour and ideas

· Communication with others e.g. parents/carers and other nursery staff sharing our ‘Planning in the Moment’ sheets
· Inclusion of ‘Characteristics of Effective Learning’ in our writing of Learning Journeys and end of year summary reports
Health and safety issues in the teaching of I.L include:

· Introducing, teaching and modelling to children how to operate equipment before they use it on their own, raising safety issues, for example how to use sharp/heavy objects, the use of digital cameras.
· Using the equipment in accordance with health and safety requirements

Strategies for ensuring progress and continuity in I.L

Planning in I.L is a process in which all the staff are involved.

· Half termly medium term plans include specific reference to independence skills that are to be focused on during that half term.
· Weekly planning in class teams includes a focus on I.L.
· Plans that include specific learning intentions are drawn up and shared by class teams regularly
· Staff meetings are regularly used to revisit and discuss individual questions and ideas and appropriate whole staff approaches are shared.

Strategies for recording and reporting

Formative assessment is used to monitor the progress of individual pupils in I.L and is carried our informally by staff through observation in order to identify each child’s progress.  Records for individual children may contain dated notes on notable incidents or achievements both inside and outside the classroom environment, in addition to information in their Early Years Foundation Stage Assessment Folder and Special Books.
Reporting to parents is carried out through informal discussion on a day-to-day basis as well as termly meetings when their child is the ‘Planning in the Moment focus child’. We also have termly meetings and parent consultations and offer negotiated interviews where information is shared on children’s progress in relation to the Early Years Foundation Stage Profile.  

Each child receives a summary report at the end of the Summer Term and copies of these are sent to each child’s Primary School.

Reporting in I.L will focus on each child’s:

· Confidence in themselves as a learner

· Ability to initiate and carry out tasks independently

· Social and emotional self-management
Additional Strategies for Developing Independence and Self Help Skills
We encourage children to make choices and to do things for themselves, giving support where necessary.  Some strategies include:

· Use the toilet independently (as appropriate) and wash hands without prompting.

· Wear an apron when appropriate and replace it

· Put their finished pictures and models away in the correct place

· Put on/take off their outdoor clothes and replace them on their coat peg

· Put waterproof boots on when it’s raining outside, and replace them afterwards

· Take off/put on their socks and shoes for physical activity in Rainbow Room

· Respond to the STOP/GO signs

· Select an activity and complete it

· Take responsibility for selecting/putting away independent choice resources

· Use ICT resources (eg digital cameras, beebots etc) independently.
· Notice and help clear away spillages

· Select play activities at garden time

· Select and help prepare fruit

· Find their name cards on arrival and place them on the name boards

· Ask for help when they need to

· Change into dry clothes from a selection in the washroom area.
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