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HOMERTON EARLY YEARS CENTRE
Policy for Children in Care (previously known as Looked after Children)
This policy contains our plans for the provision of the care and education of Children in Care previously known as Looked After Children.  Two groups of children can be identified within this category, namely:

· Children ‘in care’ i.e. those who have been placed in the care of their Local Authority by court order, having been assessed as being at risk of significant harm.
· Children who are ‘accommodated’ i.e. those in accommodation arranged by the Local Authority, either with friends, relatives, or foster carers and prospective adoptive parents who are fostering in the interim period but whose parents retain full parental responsibility and may take their children home at any time.
Procedures

· The Head of Centre retains a regular updated list of Children in Care currently attending Homerton Early Years Centre and keeps an overview of each situation. The centre will work closely with the ‘Virtual School’ in meeting the needs of Children in Care in the centre.
· Staff advise the Head as soon as a child is known to have come into either of the above categories.
· At the delegation of the Head of Centre or SENCO, the child’s key person will write a Personal Education Plan, in conjunction with the carer, social worker and ‘Virtual School’ if appropriate. They will either attend all child care reviews or provide a written response.
· A designated member of staff is Children in Care lead for the centre; currently Liz Greenhalgh.
· When the child moves school, the Personal Education Plan is forwarded to the new school along with any progress checks/assessments of learning and development.
· If a child moves foster placement or children’s home while attending the nursery, a meeting is called to complete a new PEP with the new carer and social worker if appropriate. This will be instigated by the ‘Virtual School’.
· If a child fails to attend school without notification, the key person will contact the carers on the first day of absence.
· The key person will identify any special educational needs in line with the Code of Practice, if necessary making a referral to Early support and seeking additional support.
· If a child entering the nursery arrives with a PEP, the designated teacher will complete section 3 and send a copy to the relevant social worker.
Additional information

Day-to-day issues concerning the child are discussed with the carers.
In the case of Children in Care, their annual Progress Summaries are sent to their carers and social workers. Progress Summaries relating to ‘Accommodated’ children are also sent to their parents.

Homerton Early Years Centre has the right to request a copy of Social Services care plans for Children in Care. 
Early Years Pupil Premium Plus

Early Years Pupil Premium Plus can be claimed for Children in Care. When a child is no longer a child in care ie they have been adopted etc they are known as Care Experienced (previously LAC) ESLAC will continue to fund EYPP plus until the end of the financial year.

Care Experienced children - Previously LAC

Care Experienced children will receive Early Years Pupil Premium.

Both groups of children must be named on the school census to claim the funding.

ESLAC team:

Mrs. Jo Pallett – Head of virtual schools for Cambs. Claire Hawking – Virtual Schools Mobile: 07469377538
virtualschools@cambridgehsire.gov.uk
Tel: 01223 699883
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