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NURSERY & NEST

Newsletter No 1
October 2016
Dear Parents and Carers
Important term dates for your diary

Wednesday 19th Oct – Wear it Pink or Red Day
Monday 26th Oct – Friday 30th Oct (inclusive) Half Term
Monday 31st October – CLOSED Training Day

Wednesday 2nd Nov – Fireworks for the nursery school children (a few children may visit from The Nest), just for children and staff. 
Wednesday 9th Nov – Parents Evening for all Nest and Nursery parents with a presentation on Playing and Learning at Homerton
Wednesday 16th November Marion Leeper the well known local story teller will visit to share stories with all the children around the themes of Light and Dark.
Saturday 19th November - Autumn Fair from 12.00 – 2.15 at Homerton Early Years Centre.
You will see posters in the Centre and receive emails for further details.

A very warm welcome from all of us at Homerton to all our new families and a welcome back to our returners.  This is the first of our regular half termly letters.  

We hope that your child is settling into the new routines, quickly and happily.  Some children settle well and then have a little setback.  Don’t worry, this is perfectly normal and it is important for you to remain calm and consistent in your approach (even though you may be crying inside!). Do take advice from our staff – they have years of experience in settling children. 
IMPORTANT FOR YOUR CHILDRENS’ SAFETY!
When leaving the Centre, please be vigilant about not letting other parents/carers children out through the front door. Please do not let your children press the green exit button in order to keep them safely in the centre.
Wear it Pink or Red Day –Wednesday 19th October
Wear it Pink Day is a fundraising event supporting Breast Cancer Research.  Please could you consider making a donation?  We are asking everyone (children, staff and parents!) to wear pink or red on that day to help raise awareness.

Fundraising - Autumn Fair Saturday 19th November 12.00 – 2.15pm Please come along and bring your friends and family.
The purpose of the fair is to provide families with the opportunity to meet each other as well as to raise funds for activities and resources for the children at Homerton.

If you would like to you can help by providing;

· Raffle prizes

· Children’s books in good condition

· Tombola prizes
· Nearly new toys

· Clean jars and craft items e.g. small glue sticks, feathers, craft eyes, buttons, pipe cleaners and small Xmas decorations – see if you can spot their use on the day!

Please bring donations in from the week beginning Monday 2nd November.

Your generous donations and contributions continue to support Homerton in offering the very best that we can for all our children, thank you!

Charlie

You may have seen our caretaker, Roy and his dog, Charlie.  Charlie helps to look after Homerton.  He is a PAT dog (Pets as Therapy) and is trained to work with adults or children who have fear of animals.  Do ask for information on this or dog training in general if you are interested, as Roy is a superb dog trainer! 

Website

Do look at our website for more information about Homerton. You might like to see our calendar of events for the year:  http://homerton.cambs.sch.uk/nursery-school/term-dates/
You also might like to look at the Learning at Home page:
http://homerton.cambs.sch.uk/learning-development/learning-at-home/
Here you can find our downloadable song sheets of the songs that we sing most often so that you can also enjoy them with your children.

We also send out regular emails through the year to notify you of any upcoming events. If you would like to add anyone to our email list please email our office with the address of the person you would like to add e.g. a grandparent or childminder who regularly picks up your child from Homerton.

Chicken Pox!
If your child is ill please always phone Homerton.  If your child gets chicken pox, measles or any infections or contagious illness, please phone the Centre immediately.  If your child is not well for any reason it is a good idea not to ask them if they would like to come to Homerton, best to decide for yourselves as they are unable to know how they will feel later. If in doubt please phone in for advice.

All sickness and diarrhoea cases must be kept at home for 48 hours after the last bout of illness; this is to stop the spread of infection.
Holiday Club - October half term Monday 24th Oct – Friday 28th Oct. Don’t forget to book Holiday Club now, it does get full!  See Melody Wright for details, or ask at the office.
Holiday club does need to be booked separately even if your child is attending Owlets.
Children and Parents Library for Nest and Nursery parents
We are fortunate enough to have a well stocked library for both parents and children. 

You are welcome to browse the library and borrow books.

Please sign out any book you borrow:

Red file for borrowing parenting books
Green file for borrowing books for children

Please remember to return books placing them in the returns box. Remember to sign the red or green file to show they have been returned.

We also have ‘Story Sacks’ for loan. You can see these hanging up in the far corner of the library above our bilingual books. Story Sacks celebrate a ‘core story’ that all the nursery children are becoming familiar with in their classrooms. They may love to share these with you so please do borrow a sack to take home, signing it out in the green file and returning it within a week or so. We also have Writing Sacks which can be borrowed in the same way. The Nest also has a ‘core’ story but changes this according to the children’s favourites at the time. There are also some support sheets for parents in a yellow file on the parenting book case on popular topics such as toileting, behaviour, sleep etc. These are Homerton’s Top Tips! They are based on many years of experience and evidenced based parenting programmes. You may help yourselves to these.

We all love our library and sharing books with children, please do help us to keep it tidy as it gets plenty of use!

Parents Library 
We are always looking for new or nearly new books on parenting. The topics that seem particularly popular are; healthy eating and nutrition, managing children’s behaviour, sleep and toileting, baby care, child development and pregnancy and birth. If you have any books on these topics that are in excellent condition and that you are willing to donate please do bring them to the office. They will be gratefully received! 
School Fund

Shortly you will receive a letter explaining how we use our school fund and asking if you would very kindly contribute a small amount that helps us to provide extra curricular activities for your children e.g. the running of our allotment, cooking activities, events such as the ‘animal experience’  that visit annually, festival activities and so on.  The fund goes directly to the children’s activities and provides for experiences that we would not otherwise be able to offer. Thank you so much to those who have already made a contribution, it is greatly appreciated!
Travelling to the centre
As you have already experienced parking is almost impossible outside Homerton! We all find this difficult and need to work together so that we do not upset our neighbours or each other.

If at all possible please cycle or walk to Homerton. Families and staff park in Glebe Road and walk through the passageway by the allotments to Holbrook Road (next to House number 48). Walking and cycling is the more green and healthy option and staff do this as much as possible as well.
It is essential to avoid parking across neighbours’ drives, (including in Glebe Road) even if you think it’s only for a minute. You never know when someone needs to move their car and we need to respect that this is their right of way. Police do visit Homerton looking at parents’ parking and will ticket where necessary. Please find attached letter.
Please also be mindful of young children running in and out of Homerton, if you are reversing into a space please proceed very slowly.
Please do not park in our staff car park, it is too small and kept for those who have to come and go throughout the day. The car park area is for staff only. It can be dangerous for pedestrians to walk down the path through the car park. Please use the pedestrian pathway only.
If you cycle to school, we do have storage for children’s cycle helmets in each class.  If your child comes in a buggy you can park it outside under the roof overhang. The office has combination locks to secure your buggy.  We have to keep the lobby clear as a fire exit.
Thank you for reading this and helping us to be respectful to each other and our neighbours. 
Finding out about your child’s learning - Special Books

Over the year you will hear about ‘Special Books’. These are the books in which we record some of your child’s learning and development. The Special Books belong to you and your child and you are able to keep them at the end of the year. The children love to share them with the staff and each other. They browse back over time remembering experiences and achievements. You are more than welcome to take your child’s Special Book home but please do remember to bring it back to Homerton so that we can continue to build on it. We encourage you to add to your children’s Special Books. You are welcome to add photos/drawings from home/comments of things your child has done and particularly enjoyed. The children love to share these with staff and it helps us to get to know our children even better.

Allotment – Help Needed

We have a school allotment and are looking for parents to help maintain it by regular digging and weeding before the planting season.

If you would like to help with this please see Carol or Kate in East room.
Centre Activities
Messy Play Tuesdays 9.15am – 11.00 am
A group suitable for the under 5’s with plenty of creative and sensory experiences taking place indoors and out at Homerton.
Friday Friends Fridays 9.15am – 11.15am
For under 5’s including babies. Lots of opportunities to learn through play, have fun and for parents and carers to have a sociable time. Please ask at the office for further details.
Do pick up a ‘What’s On’ flier by our front door to see what other activities are on offer.
Mobile Phones

We have an e-safety policy that prohibits the use of mobile phone in the centre. Using a mobile phone is against our safeguarding policy because of the potential misuse of child images. If you do need to make a call could you kindly make it just outside the front entrance. We apologise for the inconvenience but are sure you understand the children’s safety comes first.
Rudolph Cards & Mugs

Before half-term we will be sending out a piece of card for your children to create a drawing at home. Each child can create their very own unique festive design which can be printed on mugs or cards making perfect presents for family and friends. All information will be attached to the card that goes home.
We hope your child has a wonderful year at Homerton. If you have any concerns at all or have any questions about anything, please do not hesitate to see myself or your class staff.
[image: image1.png]Aarete G Forvthiner




Carole Faulkner
Interim Head of Centre
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