Homerton Early Years Centre

Sickness Policy

This policy applies to all children and staff who attend the nursery school, The Nest and Owlets classes.

Prevention

The staff at Homerton Early Years Centre will endeavour to ensure that the environment is kept as clean and hygienic as possible to prevent the spread of illness.

We do this by:-

· daily cleaning of areas by cleaner and caretaker

· daily washing of cups and food equipment in the dishwasher

· daily sanitising of snack or food preparation surfaces by staff

· encouraging children to have good self help skills e.g. washing hands before eating and after using the toilet

· staff wearing disposable gloves and aprons when nappy changing and disposing of wrapped nappies in the nappy bin

· ensuring that hygiene regulations are observed when cooking  (hair tied back, aprons on, open wounds covered, hands and equipment washed)

· annual thorough cleaning of toys and carpets.  This to happen more frequently when necessary e.g. after a sickness bug. The Nest have carpets cleaned professionally 3 times a year and treated with an anti bacterial agent.
· Staff trained in Health and Safety procedures.
Partnership

We aim to work in partnership with parents and carers by:-

· asking them to inform us when a child is ill

· putting notices on class doors to inform parents of particular illnesses in school e.g. chicken pox, slapped cheek, sickness and diarrhoea etc.

· keeping their child at home if they are unwell

· giving them information through access to this policy, information in parent booklet and through newsletters.
Infections and contagious illness

If we suspect that a child is unwell we:-

· phone parents immediately to ask them to collect their child

· keep the child away from the other children

· disinfect all toys and resources (using Emergency Spillage compound for vomit)
· put notices on class doors.

Exclusion

We take advice from “The Health Protection Agency, Guidance on Infection Control in Schools and other Childcare Settings” (Dept of Health).  A copy is kept in each class and in the office.

We ask for 48 hours exclusion in the event of sickness and diarrhoea.
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