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Monitoring all children’s use of ICT
Why are we doing this? 

· Is it possible that the children who come to the setting with the most ICT skills and understanding also leave with the most? Are we able to bridge that divide at all? 

· How do we recognise what stage children are at with ICT and know what to provide next to support, encourage and enable them? 

· How do we know that we are engaging girls as well as boys? All our cultures? Including individual needs and challenging the more able? 

· Are we considering dialogue with parents and professionals and transfer of children from one setting to another? 

What is it that we could purposefully and usefully monitor? 

· Children’s growing awareness of the place of technology in the world around them
· ICT skills, understanding and progress 

· Children’s ability to access and use equipment 

How do we monitor individuals and groups? 

· Keep within the ways that you are already observing and evaluating. 

· Try to resist tick lists of discrete skills; if a child can paint and print a copy of their work on the computer they can adequately use a mouse, know what icons are and can find a button to send to print. A detailed 1 minute observation of a child using a piece of ICT equipment might tell you much more. 

· Plan to quickly observe all the children 2-3 times a year to see if and how they are accessing equipment and what their next steps might be 

· Plan to quickly monitor access by groups of children e.g. are girls accessing the computer as often as the boys? 

· Create an electronic folder for each child is one way to monitor progress. You could add their achievements over the year i.e. an electronic painting, digital photographs, scanned work etc. 
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