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ICT is particularly enabling for children with Special Educational Needs; it can provide access to experiences that might be hard for some children to access through any other means and thereby aiding children’s development. 

It is also highly motivating, can help build children’s confidence in their abilities and is an excellent focus for social interaction. 

Some children in your setting may 
have learning difficulties caused by any number of reasons from a physical disability to emotional difficulties or a medical condition. The use of ICT can be essential in enabling all children to gain access to the curriculum. 

For children with physical and sensory disabilities using ICT can: 
· Enable children to be included in experiences alongside their peer group, allowing their learning to take place within a social context.

· Provide switch or adapted access to tape recorder, computer, moving toys etc and thereby to playful learning experiences.

· Produce outcomes that can be on par with their peer group e.g. a print out from a paint program.

· Provide alternative means of communication and translate text into speech and speech into text.

· Aid adults in preparing materials which are specially adapted with large pictures, fonts, symbols and particular colours.

· Give children a level of independence. 


For pupils with learning difficulties using ICT can: 
· Offer a medium for differentiated experiences.

· Enable children to repeatedly practice and reinforce skills and understandings in different contexts.

· Enhance the development of activities that are clear, focused and motivating to children.

· Support language development and offer multi-sensory ways of learning. 


For pupils with emotional and behavioural difficulties using ICT can:
 

· Offer children a non-threatening or non-judgmental situation.

· Be motivating and offer opportunities for success.

· Enable independent learning.

· Encourage children to co-operate with an adult or in their peer group.

· Aid adults in preparing materials that support children in managing things that they find difficult e.g. using picture symbols to timetable activities, events or their day. 


Hardware resources for children with Special needs: 

Children with special needs in Early Years settings will often be able to use the same ICT equipment as their peer group: tape recorders, battery operated toys, programmable toys, radio controlled toys, cameras, electronic tills, computers, Interactive Whiteboard, touch screen monitor, activity centers, musical keyboards, play telephones, talking toys, TV and video, remote controls for audio-visual aids (such as TV and CD players), projected lights and sensory rooms. 

For many children in the Early Years this will be enough to support their development. Sometimes they may need more specialist equipment to allow them access to experiences: switches/switch control box, keyboards with large clear buttons, tracker balls, joysticks, communication aids. 

This equipment might enable them to use a computer, switch on and off toys or aid communication. Finding the right access can be a bit of a minefield and may require specialist help such as an occupational therapist. 

Companies that will send out a catalogue and sell specialist equipment are: 

Crick Software 
01604 671691
 
Widgit Software 
01223 425558 

SEMERC 

0845 602 1937

Inclusive technology 
01457 819790 

Keytools

023 8058 4314 


Software for children with special Needs: 

Again there is plenty of software that children with special needs will benefit from alongside their peer group; look at 'Leaps and Bounds', for example, for developing language and an understanding of cause and effect. 

Some software is developmental and aims to teach a child that from this simple cause and effect level they can move on to deciding for themselves what will happen next, they can make choices, plan actions and predict outcomes. 

Examples of these are: Microworlds, Sequences and Face Paint 2 (available from SEMERC along with 'Leaps and Bounds', see contact details above). They are appropriate for all young children, but are particularly appropriate for those with special needs because of their bright screens, clear buttons and the way they have been designed to be used with an adult to encourage language development. 

There is some specialist software, for example Switch Software. This usually operates on a simple cause and effect level and encourages children to gain a sense that they have some control over the equipment. Examples of these are Switch on travel, Switch on zoo or Touch games. These and many others are available from SEMERC or Inclusive technology. 

Other specialist software are Writing with Symbols, Boardmaker or Communicate in Print (Widgit), which can be used to support communication and is usually used by adults to make resources for children in the foundation stage. 

Clicker 5 supports communicating by using pictures, speech and words. These companies can be contacted through the phone numbers above. 

They will send out catalogues and often offer a 30-day free evaluation period; ideal for trying out software to make sure it meets with your particular purposes. 
